“LOVE At first chord” is how 
Pete Way summed up his new 
alliance with Fast’ Eddie Clarke 
in the Daily Mirror /ast week. It 
Was an article that left no 
Possible doubt about the truth of 
the link-up stories, first reported 
in Jaws, or the Seriousness of 
two of rock's most legendary 
living wildmen to make their new 
venture succeed, 


But two important aspects of 
the now substantiated rumours 
were wrong. Clash sackee 
Topper Headon js out of the 
new band (he had worked with 
the dynamic duo initially but is 
now said to be looking for 
something “a bit jazzier”) and 
they've got no intention of 
creating “a new rock 
Supergroup”, something Eddie _ 
correctly deemed “boring old fart 
stuff”. 

Instead, the pair are looking for 
a “great undiscovered” vocalist 
and drummer. “We don't want to 
sound like anything that's gone 
before,” says Pete. “We want to 
find the next Robert Plant and 
John Bonham, unknowns who'll 
create new standards of 
excellence.” 

Ideally they want a singer who 
adds new dynamism to a style 
mid-way between Plant and 
Stevie Marriott. A tall order but if 
it be ye send demos to 44 
Newman Passage, London W1. 

Early Zeppelin is a reference 
Point that crops up again and 
again in conversation. Both 
agreed on “ZZ Top meets the 
dynamics of early Zeppelin 
converted into strictly Eighties 
style“ as an approximation of the 
Sort of sound they're aiming for. 

“We want to be Powerful but 
classy,” Eddie says. “It won't 
sound like UFO meet 
Motorhead.” 

_ Frustration and routine are their 

joint reasons for ditching their 
previous bands. “Motorhead 
peaked with ‘Ace Of Spades’ and 
the live àlbum,” Says Eddie, 
“We'd reached a saturation 
Situation without offering 
anything new. ‘Ace Of Spades’ 
was refreshing but ‘Iron Fist’ 


didn’t match up at all, mostly 
because of lack of imput from the 
other two and because 
management didn't give us 
enough time. The Wendy _ 
O Williams thing was just the 
straw that broke the camel's 


“And with UFO,” Pete 
continues, “we'd got into a 
situation of non-stop touring and 
non-stop recording. We were 
tying to please fans we hadn't 
got rather than please the fans 
we'd, got. We were getting too 

At the moment Eddie is out of 
a record contract, but has still ) 
got management commitments, 
while Pete is in the reverse 
situation. Neither think that 
cause problems and neither have 
any regrets about walking out on 
such lengthy and famous periods 
of their lives. Both bands, they 
say, had become routine, blasé 
and boring. 

“We're doing it for the sake of 
music in.general as well as 
ourselves,’ Eddie says 
altruistically. “Look at the falling 
record sales and gig attendances. 
It's because the Present music 
scene is too predictable and dull, 
There are loads of bands good at 
what they do, but it’s all been 
done before. Everyone sounds 
the same. We want to be 
different and refreshing. ” 

And they want to move as fast 
as possible, hoping to gig before 
Christmas with an album out 
soon after, without rushing into 
anything natch. As well as 
looking for a name and half a 
band they're also after a producer 
to bring`the sound they want out 
of them. Both Pete and Eddie are 

putting their own production 
careers on ice until this new 
venture is firmly established. 

“Both of us have been in 
bands that have set trends 
before,” says Pete. 

Eddie: “And now we're looking 
to create a nice alternative 
avenue for rock, to take it out of 

its current depression and bring 
excitement and thought back to 


music.” 
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WAY AND Clarke sign on the dotted line in grandiose 


